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need mentors to love children, espe-
cially children whose parents are in
prison, and we need more talented
teachers in troubled schools. USA
Freedom Corps will expand and im-
prove the good efforts of AmeriCorps
and Senior Corps to recruit more than
200,000 new volunteers.

And America needs citizens to extend
the compassion of our country to every
part of the world. So we will renew the
promise of the Peace Corps, double its
volunteers over the next 5 years, and
ask it to join a new effort to encourage
development and education and oppor-
tunity in the Islamic world.

This time of adversity offers a unique
moment of opportunity, a moment we
must seize to change our culture.
Through the gathering momentum of
millions of acts of service and decency
and kindness, I know we can overcome
evil with greater good.

And we have a great opportunity dur-
ing this time of war to lead the world
toward the values that will bring last-
ing peace. All fathers and mothers in
all societies want their children to be
educated and to live free from poverty
and violence. No people on Earth yearn
to be oppressed or aspire to servitude
or eagerly await the midnight knock of
the secret police.

If anyone doubts this, let them look
to Afghanistan, where the Islamic
‘‘street’’ greeted the fall of tyranny
with song and celebration. Let the
skeptics look to Islam’s own rich his-
tory, with its centuries of learning and
tolerance and progress.

America will lead by defending lib-
erty and justice because they are right
and true and unchanging for all people
everywhere. No nation owns these aspi-
rations, and no nation is exempt from
them. We have no intention of impos-
ing our culture, but America will al-
ways stand firm for the nonnegotiable
demands of human dignity, the rule of
law, limits on the power of the state,
respect for women, private property,
free speech, equal justice, and religious
tolerance.

America will take the side of brave
men and women who advocate these
values around the world, including the
Islamic world, because we have a great-
er objective than eliminating threats
and containing resentment. We seek a
just and peaceful world beyond the war
on terror.

In this moment of opportunity, a
common danger is erasing old rivalries.
America is working with Russia and
China and India in ways we have never
before to achieve peace and prosperity.
In every region, free markets and free
trade and free societies are proving
their power to lift lives. Together with
friends and allies from Europe to Asia
from Africa to Latin America, we will
demonstrate that the forces of terror
cannot stop the momentum of freedom.

The last time I spoke here, I ex-
pressed the hope that life would return
to normal. In some ways, it has. In oth-
ers, it never will. Those of us who have
lived through these challenging times

have been changed by them. We have
come to know truths that we will never
question: evil is real, and it must be
opposed. Beyond all differences of race
or creed, we are one country, mourning
together and facing danger together.
Deep in the American character, there
is honor, and it is stronger than cyni-
cism. Many have discovered again that
even in tragedy, especially in tragedy,
God is near.

In a single instant, we realized that
this will be a decisive decade in the
history of liberty, that we have been
called to a unique role in human
events. Rarely has the world faced a
choice more clear or consequential.

Our enemies send other people’s chil-
dren on missions of suicide and murder.
They embrace tyranny and death as a
cause and a creed. We stand for a dif-
ferent choice, made long ago on the
day of our founding. We affirm it again
today. We choose freedom and the dig-
nity of every life.

Steadfast in our purpose, we now
press on. We have known freedom’s
price. We have shown freedom’s power.
And in this great conflict, my fellow
Americans, we will see freedom’s vic-
tory. Thank you all. May God bless.

(Applause, the Members rising.)
At 10 o’clock and 4 minutes p.m. the

President of the United States, accom-
panied by the committee of escort, re-
tired from the Hall of the House of
Representatives.

The Assistant to the Sergeant at
Arms escorted the invited guests from
the Chamber in the following order:

The members of the President’s Cabi-
net.

The Associate Justices of the Su-
preme Court.

The Acting Dean of the Diplomatic
Corps.

f

JOINT SESSION DISSOLVED

The SPEAKER. The Chair declares
the joint session of the two Houses now
dissolved.

Accordingly, at 10 o’clock and 7 min-
utes p.m., the joint meeting of the two
Houses was dissolved.

The Members of the Senate retired to
their Chamber.

f

MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT RE-
FERRED TO THE COMMITTEE OF
THE WHOLE HOUSE ON THE
STATE OF THE UNION

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the message of the President be
referred to the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union and
ordered to be printed.

The motion was agreed to.
f

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. BECERRA (at the request of Mr.
GEPHARDT) for today.

Mr. CAPUANO (at the request of Mr.
GEPHARDT) for today on account of per-
sonal reasons.

Ms. CARSON of Indiana (at the request
of Mr. GEPHARDT) for today on account
of official business in the district.

Mrs. NAPOLITANO (at the request of
Mr. GEPHARDT) for today on account of
illness.

Mr. ORTIZ (at the request of Mr. GEP-
HARDT) for today on account of impor-
tant business on behalf of the district.

Mr. SPRATT (at the request of Mr.
GEPHARDT) for today on account of ill-
ness.

Ms. WATERS (at the request of Mr.
GEPHARDT) for today on account of offi-
cial business in the district.

Mrs. ROUKEMA (at the request of Mr.
ARMEY) for today on account of illness.

f

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

Mr. Trandahl, Clerk of the House, re-
ported and found truly enrolled bills of
the House of the following titles, which
were thereupon signed by the Speaker:

H.R. 400. An act to authorize the Secretary
of the Interior to establish the Ronald
Reagan Boyhood Home National Historic
Site, and for other purposes.

H.R. 700. An act to reauthorize the Asian
Elephant Conservation Act of 1997.

H.R. 1913. An act to require the valuation
of nontribal interest ownership of subsurface
rights within the boundaries of the Acoma
Indian Reservation, and for other purposes.

H.R. 1937. An act to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to engage in certain
feasibility studies of water resource projects
in the State of Washington.

f

SENATE ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

The SPEAKER announced his signa-
ture to an enrolled bill of the Senate of
the following title:

S. 1762. An act to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to establish fixed interest
rates for student and parent borrowers, to
extend current law with respect to special al-
lowances for lenders, and for other purposes.

f

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to.
The SPEAKER. Pursuant to Senate

Concurrent Resolution 95 of the 107th
Congress, the House stands adjourned
until noon, Monday, February 4, 2002.

Thereupon (at 10 o’clock and 8 min-
utes p.m.), pursuant to Senate Concur-
rent Resolution 95, the House ad-
journed until Monday, February 4, 2002,
at noon.

f

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

5237. A letter from the Assistant General
Counsel for Regulatory Law, Department of
Energy, transmitting the Department’s final
rule—Energy Conservation Program for Con-
sumer Products: Test Procedure for Dish-
washers [Docket No. EE-RM/TP–99–500] (RIN:
1904–AB04) received January 10, 2002, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.
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